	Photo-opportunity  - Moray Art Centre

Moray Tradesmen put the

 finishing touches to premier gallery.


Moray’s Tradesmen having been putting the finishing touches to Moray Art Centre’s premier gallery space in ready for it’s launch at the end of May. The space, which is currently the only gallery between Inverness and Aberdeen to be able to borrow work from the UK National Collections, will be open to the public on Saturday 31 May. Businesses from across the region have had a hand in ensuring the space will be up to standards. The gallery, which is roughly 37m2, now meets all environmental and security performance specifications required for the hosting major curated exhibitions.

 Tower Security Systems Ltd of Elgin have fitted the Gallery with a high security alarm system and a CCTV system, using the latest technology. These measures are essential to be able to borrow work from National Galleries.

 Russell Construction, Elgin, the main contractor for the Centre ensured that the timber walls of the gallery were lined with metal, the windows installed were all made of bandit-proof glass and built and installed the heavy security doors as well as painting this impressive space.

 Sunrite – installed blinds to the windows to ensure that the sun would be totally blocked out.  This is necessary when borrowing delicate works of art from antiquity, like Mediaeval and Renaissance drawings, that we hope to exhibit from the British Museum and other European museums in the future.

 BGS Electrical – installed the highest performance lighting from Philips Lighting which all have UV filters to protect paintings from direct light.

 Affordable TM, Architects, Greig and Kathleen Munro, Findhorn, the designers of the Centre have created an inviting, contemplative space, with ample wall space, but with unobtrusive clear-story surround windows. The Gallery’s exterior has a round, oxidised copper roof with terracotta render walls.

Mr Randy Klinger, Founder and Director of Moray Art Centre said, “The Gallery has been built and completed way before schedule, exactly to spec and on-budget and that is a testimony to the local businesses involved. The amazing thing, for me, has been the care, dedication and incredible team atmosphere which they all brought to the project. Even more amazing was that a number of our contractors part-donated their services and in-kind resources. Our Project Manager, Rob Ferguson, told me, “The guys love you!” Now, doesn’t that just say it all?”

“Our Architect advised, helped and supported us in ways that go way beyond the scope of regular architectural work. Ivan Russell, the owner of our construction company was there every morning with his dog, building the foundations with his own hands, since he was so inspired to be building an art centre.” 

“All our contractors’ work has been of the highest standard and I would recommend them to any individual or company. We are so proud that we have used all local companies and have found all of them to be first class”

At the moment the space is called Gallery 1 but Moray Art Centre is activity looking for a possible sponsor for the opportunity to name this premier exhibition space.

ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS:

1. A photo-opportunity can be arranged.

2. The total cost for Gallery 1: £100,000

3.  For more information on Moray Art Centre, visit www.morayartcentre.org
4. The total cost of the Moray Art Centre Project: £1,080,000. Amount raised so far: £870,000.

5. Moray Art Centre is a charitable company limited by guarantee.

6. Company registered in Scotland No: 187739. Recognised by the Inland Revenue as a Scottish Charity No: SC028270.

7. The only known Ecologically-Built Exhibition Space in the UK, Moray Art Our Art Centre is designed to be a model of 100% energy sustainability. 

Moray Art Centre – 01309 692 426

Director: Randy Klinger  on 07738812027

Centre Manager: Diane Smith on 07764 615517

Young People’s Programme Co-ordinator: Scott Byrne on 07807 383859

MORAY ART CENTRE

The Park, Findorn, Forres

Moray, IV36 3TZ

Tel: 01309 692426

Email: info@morayartcentre.org

Web: www.morayartcentre.org

Directions: http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Iv36+3TZ&ie=UTF8&om=1&ll=57.653346,-3.593388&spn=0.010953,0.03356&z=15&iwloc=addr
